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often shivered and turned pale while putting on his
armour. "I begin this morning,'1 he wrote to
Gabrielle, "to confer with the Bishops in addition
to those whom I mentioned to you yesterday. The
hope I have of seeing you to-morrow prevents my
writing at greater length. On Sunday I shall take
the perilous leap. At this moment, while I am
writing, I have a hundred troublesome bores on my
hands, who will make me hate St. Denis as much
as you do Mantes. Good-bye, sweetheart, come in
good time to-morrow, for it seems to me a year since I
saw you. A million kisses for the fair hands of my
angel and the lips of my dear mistress."

On July 23d the King " received instruction"
from the Archbishop of Bourges and four Bishops.
They wished him to sign a detailed confession of
faith in all the points of Romanist doctrine disputed
by the Reformers. This he altogether refused. He
was willing to live and die in the Roman Catholic
Church, but he would not sign a confession contain-
ing puerilities (badineries) which he was certain they
did not themselves believe.

The Bishops gave way, and a formula was pre-
pared in which the King simply recognised the
Catholic, Apostolic and Roman Church as the true
Church of God, promised obedience to it and to the
Pope, and renounced all heresies contrary to its
doctrine*

On the next Sunday (July 25th), Henry, accom-
panied by his princes and nobles and by the great
officers of the Crown, and escorted by his French,
Swiss and Scotch Guards, passed through streets